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The Truth about
Social Security

* The average Social Security benefit for today’s retiree is
very modest at $14,000 per year — or about $1,300 per
month. Two out of three Social Security beneficiaries
age 65 and over depend on it for at least half of their
total income.

* One in three seniors receiving benefits depend on Social
Security for 90% or more of their total income. Without
their monthly Social Security checks, it’s very likely that
half of today’s seniors would be living in poverty.

* Social Security benefits more than just retirees. At the

“As Social Security celebrates its 76th
birthday, it’s especially important that
Americans remind their leaders in
Washington just how vital this
program has been to millions of
middle class families. Social Security
is an American success story-yet this
basic fact never garners headlines or
seldom even a passing mention in
Washington’s ongoing fiscal debate.

Step outside Capitol Hill and you'll
find Americans know Social Security
is an economically sound and
important program, funded by
workers’ contributions that ensure a
measure of economic security in old
age. They also know cutting Social
Security isn't fiscal responsibility. For
those who claim we ‘can’t afford Social
Security'—the truth is, we can't afford
an America without Social Security.”

Max Richtman, President/ CEO
The National Committee to Preserve
Social Security and Medicare




