
 
 
Americans Support Protecting Social Security Benefits – Survey Results 
 
 

U.S. Adults 
45+   Total Men Women 

Boom- 
ers  

45-63 
Age  

50-64 
Age  

65-79 
Age 
80+ 

Age 
65+ 

Under 
$25,000 

$25,000
-

$49,999 

$50,000
-

$74,999 

$75,000 
or 

More 
H.S. or 
Less 

Some 
Coll. 

Coll. 
Grad Rep. Dem. Ind. 

It is in a state of crisis  14.1 11.9 16.0 16.9 16.6 9.0 9.7 9.1 12.1 20.6 11.5 12.1 13.8 12.4 17.1 15.1 12.7 15.2 

It has major problems 49.4 48.3 50.5 54.0 53.8 39.7 33.1 38.2 38.7 44.4 61.4 66.4 36.6 61.9 58.0 54.3 41.1 60.4 

It has minor problems 22.8 25.5 20.4 18.2 18.7 34.1 26.0 32.2 30.9 15.6 24.5 18.7 26.5 19.5 20.1 22.7 34.0 13.3 
It does not have any 

problems 7.2 8.0 6.4 6.1 7.4 7.5 17.7 9.9 11.3 10.5 2.6 2.2 11.7 4.0 2.4 3.1 7.5 7.6 

Which of 
these 

statements 
do you think 

best 
describes the 

Social 
Security 
system? 

Don't know or refused 6.5 6.3 6.7 4.8 3.5 9.7 13.5 10.6 7.1 8.9   0.6 11.5 2.3 2.3 4.7 4.8 3.4 
                                        

Increase, or at least 
maintain, current benefits 55.1 57.0 53.4 58.4 62.3 46.4 45.9 46.3 60.7 54.8 60.0 57.7 54.3 51.9 62.0 42.8 72.9 53.8 

Push for limited 
reductions in benefits  11.1 11.1 11.0 10.5 10.2 12.0 8.8 11.3 8.4 11.6 16.0 12.0 9.6 12.7 10.3 17.5 5.2 12.6 

Push for substantial 
changes in eligibility and 

reductions in benefits  17.7 18.6 17.0 18.0 17.4 16.2 26.0 18.5 15.5 18.3 14.7 21.9 16.2 21.2 17.0 27.1 8.9 18.6 

In which 
direction do 
you think the 

Obama 
administratio
n will move 
on Social 

Security?  Do 
you expect 

them to: Don't know or refused 16.2 13.3 18.6 13.1 10.0 25.4 19.2 23.9 15.4 15.2 9.4 8.4 19.9 14.2 10.8 12.6 13.0 15.1 
                                        

Raise the earnings cap 
on wages subject to 

payroll taxes 31.4 36.6 26.9 35.5 35.6 25.0 19.5 23.7 22.0 33.2 39.9 46.3 25.0 37.6 37.2 32.4 31.4 32.7 
Expand funding sources 

to include federal income 
and estate taxes 27.4 25.1 29.4 31.7 31.2 19.6 12.8 18.0 33.7 27.8 25.0 22.9 25.1 29.6 29.7 26.7 30.4 25.8 

Raise the retirement age 13.8 13.2 14.2 9.6 10.3 24.0 18.6 22.8 14.0 10.3 15.7 17.2 12.1 14.2 16.4 14.3 14.7 14.1 
Reduce benefits for future 

retirees  5.5 6.6 4.5 6.2 5.5 2.4 11.1 4.4 6.1 6.6 5.2 5.8 6.8 4.8 4.0 7.4 4.7 5.4 

Which of 
these four 

ways to 
insure the 
future of 

Social 
Security 

would you be 
most in favor 

of? 
Don't know or refused 21.9 18.4 25.0 16.9 17.4 29.0 38.0 31.0 24.3 22.1 14.1 7.7 30.9 13.7 12.7 19.2 18.8 21.9 

 
Figures are percentages based on 728 telephone interviews among a nationally representative 
sample of U.S. adults age 45 or older conducted March 12-15, 2009. Note that Age categories are  
not  mutually exclusive. Blank cell indicates 0.0 percent. Unweighted sample sizes for all categories  
are 100+ except for Age 80+ (N = 75).Tabulations weighted to conform to current  
population figures for major demographic groups. 


